
Soldier Lawyers
FOR SOME, it is easy to forget that we 
are still at war. But for those who serve 
or have served in the military and for 
the families that have stayed behind, it is 
a reality all too present. In gratitude for 
their sacrifices, Law Week is honoring all 
Coloradans who have served our country 
as military lawyers.

Among those Colorado attorneys who 
have served are at least two that are cur-
rently deployed in Afghanistan: Jack Patten 
of Littler Mendelson, who just began a year 
long Judge Advocate General, or JAG, de-
ployment, and John Lowrie of Ford & Har-
rison, who is currently deployed through 
the State Department. 

It was two years ago that Patten em-
barked on a military venture. Since joining 
JAG, he’s been gone from his practice in 
Denver more than he’s been there. 

The staff and attorneys in the Denver 
office send him care packages and frequent 
e-mails. He replies to the e-mails as often 
as possible and once attached a photo of a 
cobra he’d discovered under his bed. 

“He’s a valued member of our staff, and 
we work to accommodate so he can lead 
both lives,” said Erin Webber, Denver-office 
managing partner. “It helps that he’s an as-
sociate, so for the most part he’s working 
with partners or shareholders on issues, 
but it does create some workflow issues we 
have to work around.”

Webber awknowledges that the real 
burden is on the young attorney. “Even 
though his deployment ends, the cases 

don’t, so he maintains e-mail contact with 
his superiors to ensure everything is cov-
ered.” He essentially has a second practice 
halfway around the world, she said.

Serving on active duty while maintain-
ing a law practice at home is nearly impos-
sible given the nature of the work in JAG. 

It’s something Jeff Sherman, a partner with 
Faegre & Benson, knows firsthand. Sher-
man, who returned from Iraq just a few 
months ago, met with soldiers seven days 

a week, 24 hours a day to deal with things 
like divorces, custody disputes and con-
sumer credit issues. 

Soldiers would come to him when a 
spouse filed for divorce or if they them-
selves wanted to file for divorce. Others 
had houses that were being foreclosed 

on. And of the more than 1,000 clients 
he served in Iraq, several dozen sought 
his help drafting wills. 

“It was a tremendous honor to serve 
these warriors and commanders,” Sher-
man said. “These people are tremendous 
heroes. I was really proud to be able to 
support them.” It’s a sentiment many 
JAG officers repeat.

George Brauchler, an attorney with 
Feldmann Nagel, has served in the Army 
or the Army Reserve since he gradu-
ated from the ROTC Program at the 
University of Colorado Boulder in 1992. 
“I wanted to be a military officer for as 
long as I can remember,” Brauchler said. 
“I just grew up with a strong sense of 
wanting to give something back to the 
country that had given so much to my 
family.”

Brauchler, who owed eight years of 
reserve time after he graduated from law 
school, began working with the Judge 
Advocate General Corps in 1996. He 
completed his reserve training before 
Sept. 11, 2001, but after the tragic events 
of that day, he got a phone call from his 
superior officer at the time, Kevin Mac-
Cary, who is currently general counsel 
United Launch Alliance. 

MacCary told him, “You’re being called 
to active duty.” Brauchler then began teach-
ing JAG officers from all branches of the 
military stationed throughout the world, a 
stint he considers “one of the best jobs in 
the military.”

He still serves in the Army Reserve 
Corps and in October completed a deploy-
ment to Iraq. •

— Meg Satrom, Esq., Meg@CircuitMedia.com
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It was a tremendous honor to serve these warriors and commanders. 
These people are tremendous heroes. I was really proud to be able 
to support them.”

— Jeff Sherman


